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Mere  is  a  calendar,  a  brand-new  calendar, 

A  calendar  that's  brimful  of  bright  new  days. 
They  are  yours  for  the  spending,  a  year  of  tomorrows; 

You  may  plan  to  spend  them  in  all  sorts  of  ways. 

There  are  winter  ones  for  skating  or  playing  in  the  snow, 

Or  sitting  by  the  f  ire  when  the  sun  sinks  low. 
There  are  summer  ones  for  swimming,  or  lying  with  a  book 

Beneath  a  feathered  willow  by  a  busy  little  brook. 

There  are  spring  days  and  fall  days,  sunny  days  and  wet; 

When  you  wake  up  in  the  morning,  you  take  what  you  get. 
If  you  meet  them  all  smiling,  and  spend  in  wise  ways. 

The  tomorrows  of  the  future  will  be  happy  yesterdays. 

— Eleanor  S.  Devlin 


OUR  COVER  .  .  . 

LIVING  CHRISTMAS  TREE — Students  at  the  Montana  School  for  Deaf  and  Blind  formed 
this  living  Christmas  tree  December  15,  1960  as  part  of  their  annual  Christmas  program.  The 
two-part  program  began  at  8  p.m.  and  included  a  pageant-cantata  "O  Come  Emmanuel" 
and  "Christmas  in  Toyland."  The  tree  was  comolete  with  evergreen  boughs  and  colored  lights. 
From  left  in  front  are  Elizabeth  Kanning,  Bette  Wolfe,  Lillie  Wittman  and  Kathy  Hensley. 
Second  row:  Martin  LaDeau,  Joey  Toohey,  Linda  Berness,  Gary  McManus,  Kenneth  Safty, 
Lee  Ann  McLane  and  Bobby  Hance.  Third  row:  Julie  Miller,  Joyce  McSloy,  Leslie  Sherrard, 
Alvin  Birdhat  and  John  Welton.  Fourth  row:  Lyle  Johnson,  Jennie  Emery,  Mike  Barker, 
Sharon  Maki  and  Sally  Wolfe.  Fifth  row:  Nancy  Chop,  David  Herbold,  Yvonne  Moon  and 
Dorothy  Kanning.  Sixth  row:  Victor  Adams,  Don  Hall  and  Mary  Smith.  Seventh  row:  Robert 
Flink,  and  Tommy  Harper.  At  the  tree  top  is  David  Wise. 
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The  Sfory  of  Shep 


Since  Paul  Friggen's  article/'Shep", 
was  printed  in  the  Farm  Journal  and 
in  the  Reader's  Digest  in  April,  1960, 
many  people  have  asked  for  more  in- 
formation about  Mr.  Edward  L. 
Shields,  the  Shep  fund  which  he 
started,  what  such  a  fund  can  do  for 
an  institution  and,  once  started,  if  the 
results  continue  to  grow. 

Early  in  1946  Mr.  Shields  told  us 
that  he  had  published  the  story  of 
Shep  in  a  booklet  and  that  Mr. 
Charles  Barnard  would  like  to  has^e 
copies  to  sell  to  passengers,  who  asked 
about  the  monument  to  Shep  at  Fort 
Benton.  He  said  that  he  would  give 
any  profits  to  be  used  for  recreation  at 
the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind.  He  said,  ''It  may  not  amount 
to  much  but  it  should  help  some". 

In  December  1946,  Mr.  Shields 
brought  a  check  for  ^200  to  establish 
a  recreational  fund  for  the  children 
and  he  said  there  would  be  more 
later.  We  asked  Miss  Fannie  B.  Col- 
lins, a  retired  teacher  in  whose  honor 
the  Collins  School  is  named,  to  act  as 
treasurer  for  the  fund  and  to  help  in 
using  it  to  the  best  advantage.  It  was 
decided  that  anything  that  could  make 
life  better  for  one  or  more  children 
was  recreational,  whether  a  needed 
pair  of  glasses,  a  baseball  or  an  outing. 


After  the  death  of  Miss  Fannie  B. 
Collins,  her  sister.  Miss  Grace  Collins, 
became  treasurer  for  the  fund.  Miss 
Grace,  also  a  wonderful  teacher  ac- 
cording to  Hal  Boyle,  still  retains  her 
interest  in  the  School. 

Profit  from  the  sale  of  the  "Shep" 
booklet  decreased  after  passenger  ser- 
vice was  discontinued  over  the  rail 
line  through  Fort  Benton  but  then 
there  were  other  sources  of  income  to 
continue  the  program.  The  Ferdinand 
J.  Weyer  estate,  "To  the  School  for 
the  Deaf  and  Blind  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  children  thereof,"  had 
built  two  cottages  to  rent  to  teachers 
so  the  rent  would  be  available  monthly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children.  The 
Ben  Hur  Kepner  estate  was  invested 
for  monthly  income.  In  the  past  year 
the  Isaac  C.  Hall  estate  has  been 
converted  to  series  H  Government 
bonds  as  a  permanent  memorial  fund. 

The  income  from  these  funds  fur- 
nishes candy  for  all  children,  toys, 
tricycles,  roller  skates,  outings  for 
younger  children,  repairs  and  mainte- 
nance on  unclaimed  bicycles  from  the 
police  department,  athletic  and  rec- 
creational  supplies  for  older  children 
and  post  graduate  scholarships  for 
students  going  on  to  college  or  to 
trade  schools.  The  Rotana  Club,  the 


Page  2 


THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  LEADER 


Social  Order  of  Beaucceant,  the 
Heisey  Foundation  and  the  Montana 
Association  of  the  Deaf  participate  in 
the  scholarship  program.  The  Gamma 
Delta  chapter  of  Delta  Gamma  soro- 
rity, the  Electric  City  Junior  Women's 
Club,  the  Soroptimist  Club,  the  Ci- 
vitan  Club,  the  Rotana  Club,  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  other 
groups  have  projects  throughout  the 
year.  These  vary  from  the  needs  of 
individual  children  to  play  equipment 
or  playroom  development  for  younger 
children  or  citizenship  awards  for  older 
children. 

All  children  have  their  regular 
chores  in  dormitories,  recreation  rooms 
and  in  the  dining  room.  After  these 
regular  chores  are  done  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  younger  children  usually 
check  on  the  grounds  to  see  if  papers 
need  to  be  picked  up  or  if  snow  needs 
moving.  When  a  suitable  project  is 
selected  there  is  a  rush  to  convince  a 
houseparent  or  the  superintendent 
there  is  much  work  to  be  done  that 
should  be  rewarded  with  dimes  which 
may  be  spent  in  addition  to  the  chil- 
dren's allowances  from  parents.  Chil- 
dren are  all  encouraged  to  earn  the 
money  they  donate  for  charitable 
drives. 

All  older  children  earn  part  of  the 
cost  of  outings.  When  a  skating  party 
is  planned,  careful  inspections  are 
made  of  points  that  need  minor  clean- 
ing jobs  and  they  are  pointed  out  to 
adults  who  will  see  their  cash  value. 
When  a  trip  is  planned  to  a  dude 
ranch,  cars  are  noticed  to  need  wash- 
ing, gravel  to  be  spread  over  low  spots 
and  other  projects  because  Shep  only 
pays  for  lodging  while  the  students 
pay  for  horses  to  ride.  Groups  plan- 


ning educational  tours  set  up  projects 
ahead  of  time,  work  out  cost  estimates 
and  saving  programs  and  they  check 
to  see  what  supplemental  funds  will  be 
available. 

The  children  learn  to  think  for 
themselves  and,  since  they  grow  up 
looking  for  ways  to  make  the  school 
better,  there  is  no  intentional  break- 
age. There  is  none  of  the  defacing  of 
walls  that  is  so  often  found  in  public 
buildings. 

A  child  who  has  nothing  will  express 
his  jealousy  by  breaking  toys  owned 
by  another  child.  Since  every  child 
here  has  some  prized  possessions,  this 
destructive  urge  is  kept  to  a  minimum. 

Tests  indicate  that  our  children 
learn  faster  when  they  are  preparing 
for  something  of  a  pleasurable  nature. 
Part  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
staff  is  busy  guiding  good  activities  in 
place  of  stopping  bad  ones. 

Mr.  Shields  did  not  live  to  see  the 
full  results  of  the  program  he  started 
because  every  day  adds  some  change. 
He  probably  did  not  realize  that  his 
modest  beginning  would  continue  to 
flower  into  different  channels  of  hap- 
piness and  benefits  to  the  children  of 
the  school.  This  fund  has  now  become 
a  permanent  and  enduring  memorial 
to  the  man  who  first  wrote  "The  Story 
of  Shep". 

On  the  next  page,  we  are  glad  to 
reprint  a  portion  of  page  5  from  the 
May,  1949,  issue  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Leader,  in  tribute  to  Mr.  Shields 
for  his  pioneering  in  institutional  bet- 
terment. 

— G.  L  H. 
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State  School  Honors  Ed  L.  Shields  at  Arbor  Day  Program 


Watching  while  Ed  L.  Shields  places  the  first  shovelful  of  dirt  on  a  cut 
leaf  birch  planted  in  his  honor  are  Glenn  I.  Harris,  Montana  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind  superintendent;  Fannie  B.  Collins  and  students  and  faculty  of 
the  school.  The  tree  was  planted  as  part  of  an  Arbor  day  program  which  in- 
cluded planting  of  1 1  evergreens,  one  for  each  member  of  the  junior  class. 
Shields  was  honored  for  his  contribution  of  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
book,  "The  Story  of  Shep,  the  Dog  Who  Was  Forever  Faithful",  to  the 
school  for  recreation  facilities.  He  turned  over  ^200  to  the  school  and  a  box  of 
baseball  equipment,  including  a  dozen  balls,  10  gloves  and  two  bats.  Miss 
Collins  is  treasurer  of  the  advisory  committee  which  handles  sale  of  the  book. 
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Special  Education 
Officer  Visits  School 

Mr.  Glenn  I.  Harris,  Superintendent, 
Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
Dear  Mr.  Harris: 

Just  a  note  to  thank  you  for  the 
tinie  you  gave  me  yesterday  in  showing 
me  the  program  in  the  school. 

I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
way  the  children  seem  to  really 
"belong"  and  the  happiness  displayed 
in  the  classroom — something  which 
I  personally  believe  makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  when  it  comes 
to  learning.  I  was  also  pleased  with 
the  attitude  of  your  staff — how 
enthusiastic  they  were  about  the 
school  and  the  program  and  the 
children. 

Please  convey  my  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation to  your  staff  for  their 
kindnesses.  Also,  thank  the  children 
for  demonstrating  for  me — this  is 
never  really  fun — when  one  is  put 
on  the  spot.  The  meal  was  excellent 
and  the  whole  plant  well-run. 


It  is  good  to  know  that  a  school 
such  as  yours,  paid  for  by  tax  dollars, 
is  staffed  and  run  by  well-trained 
and  dedicated  personnel.  We  have  a 
big  job  of  selling  to  the  public — to 
make  the  public  aware  of  the  fine 
facilities  made  available  for  children 
with  the  handicaps  found  in  your 
school.  I,  for  one,  am  now  able  to 
tell  the  public  about  the  school  at 
Great  Falls — and  tell  the  story  with 
enthusiasm. 

I  will  look  forward  to  visiting  the 
school  again  before  the  school  year 
is  out.  Thank  you  for  your  interest 
in  Special  Education. 

Sincerely, 
Richard  C.  Mattson, 
Supervisor,  Special  Education 

School  Loss 

A  few  days  after  we  returned  to 
school  from  the  holiday  vacation,  we 
were  saddened  by  the  death  of  our 
dining-room  supervisor,  Mrs.  Florence 
A.  Lefebre.  Mrs.  Lefebre  died  January 
the  6th  at  a  local  hospital,  following 
a  brief  illness. 

Mrs.  Lefebre  was  a  resident  of  Great 
Falls,  Montana  and  is  survived  by  her 
husband  and  daughter,  a  brother  and 
two  sisters. 

I  am  sure  the  older  students  feel  as 
I  do,  that  she  will  be  hard  to  replace  for 
she  was  pleasant  and  well-liked  and  a 
friend  to  all  of  us. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to 
her  family. 

— Don  Vucasovich,  a  student 
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Mrs.  Eriksen  Honored 

As  Early  Day  Scout  Leader 

We  note  in  the  Illinois  Advance  that 
at  a  Founder's  Day  dinner  in  Jackson- 
ville, Mrs.  Ruby  Molohon  Eriksen  was 
listed  as  one  of  the  early  founders  of 
the  first  Girl  Scout  troop  of  deaf 
girls  in  the  United  States.  This  troop 
was  established  in  Jacksonville  in 
1919,  only  seven  years  after  the  first 
American  Girl  Scout  troop  was  es- 
tablished in  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Eriksen  is  a  teacher  at  the 
Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  here  in 
Great  Falls  after  having  taught  in  Illi- 
nois, New  Jersey,  and  Colorado  for 
many  years.  Her  parents  were  both 
deaf,  her  father,  H.  A.  Molohon,  hav- 
ing taught  woodworking  in  the  Illinois 
school  for  50  years. 

In  an  interesting  reference  to  a  letter 
written  by  Mrs.  Eriksen,  the  article 
states:  "She  mentioned  that  her  most 
vivid  recollection  of  the  early  scouting 
at  I.S.D.  was  a  trip  to  Springfield  to  see 
Gen.  John  Pershing  who  was  sched- 
uled to  be  at  Lincoln's  home.  The  girls 
had  a  rough  trip  to  Springfield  in  the 
school  truck.  At  Lincoln's  home  they 
lined  up  outside  and  when  Gen.  Persh- 
ing finally  came  out  he  shook  hands 
with  the  girls.  This  was  shortly  after 
the  first  World  War  and  the  girls 
were  thrilled  to  see  the  man  who  had 
commanded  the  American  soldiers  in 
France." 

Mrs.    Eriksen    received    a  fitting 
memento   from   the   Girl   Scouts  in 
Jacksonville  in  appreciation   of  her 
efforts  there  when  the  first  troop  was 
started. 


Another  OVR  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  in  April 

A  workshop  on  leadership  and 
community  participation  among  the 
deaf  will  be  sponsored  by  Gallaudet 
College,  April  24-26,  1961,  President 
Leonard  M.   Elstad   has  announced. 

The  purpose  of  the  workshop  is  ( 1 ) 
to  create  among  a  representative  group 
of  leaders  of  organizations  of  deaf 
people  an  awareness  of  the  need, 
resources,  and  rewards  for  aggressive 
voluntary  public  service  and  (2)  to 
encourage  these  leaders  to  plan  ways 
and  means  of  promoting  such  activity 
in  existing  organizations  of  the  deaf. 

Fifty  persons  have  been  invited  to 
participate.  They  include  representa- 
tives of  national  organizations  of  the 
deaf,  leaders  of  local  and  state  organ- 
izations, and  six  leaders  with  normal 
hearing  who  are  in  charge  of  national 
and  local  community  and  sbcial 
service  organizations. 

The  workshop  is  being  supported 
under  a  grant  from  the  U.S.  Office 
of  Vocational  Rehabilitation. 

Advance  planning  is  in  the  hands 
of  Alan  B,  Crammatte,  coordinator 
of  the  workshop  and  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Business  Administra- 
tion of  Gallaudet  College. 

Working  with  Mr.  Crammatte  is  a 
steering  committee  of  six.  They  are: 
Mrs.  Loel  Schreiber  of  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Douglas  Burke  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C.;  Jerald  M.  Jordan  of 
Garret  Park,  Maryland;  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam M.  Lange,  Jr.,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York;  Hilbert  C.  Duning  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  and  Robert  W.  Horgen 
of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  all  deaf. 

— Gallaudet  College  News  Release 
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Department  for  the  Blind 


News 


We  are  happy  to  be  back  in  school  after 
our  Christmas  vacation.  We  are  glad  that 
Kathy  is  back  in  school.  She  had  to  have 
an  operation  on  her  legs. 

We  have  some  new  coloring  books  and 
some  cut-out  books.  It  is  fun  to  cut  out 
the  pictures  and  paste  them  where  they 
belong.  Beatrice  is  reading  a  book  now. 
The  name  of  it  is  "We  Look  and  See". 
Martin  is  reading  a  new  book  called  "The 
Twms,  Tom  and  Don".  Linda  and  John 
have  just  started  a  book  called  "Along  the 
Way".  In  numbers  Martin  is  learning  to 
write  his  numbers  above  ten.  Beatrice  can 
count  to  seventy  now.  We  are  learning  a 
I.  It  is  about  snow  fairies. 

—Miss  Kennedy's  Class 


waiter  poem. 


Third  Grade  News 

The  children  were  happy  to  be  back  in 
school  after  a  fine  vacation.  After  a  day 
or  two  our  work  progressed  as  usual. 

We  began  by  getting  a  new  reader  and 
another  volume  in  arithmetic.  We  are 
now  learning  to  carry  in  arithmetic. 

In  language,  we  write  letters,  learn 
how  to  write  words  in  alphabetical  order, 
learn  about  sentences,  words,  alike  or  op- 
posite, long  and  short  sound  of  vowels 
and  many  other  interesting  activities  such 
as  story  telling  and  writing. 

We  had  a  doll  style  show  on  Wednes- 
day. The  girls  brought  their  dolls  and 
the  boys  were  the  judges.  Duretta's  doll 
won  first  and  Anita's  second. 

Duretta  Salois  has  a  birthday  this 
week.  We  will  have  a  party  for  her  on 
Friday.  Our  room  looks  so  nice  with 
new  chairs  and  a  new  round  table. 
The  table  matches  the  desks  and  the 
chairs  are  rose  which  goes  well  in  this 
room. 

This  week  we  are  doing  some  block 


printing  in  art  class.  It  was  a  new  experi- 
ence for  the  children  and  they  enjoyed  it. 

The  third  grade  will  begin  dictionary 
work  soon. 

— Mrs.    Richter's  Room 

Intermediate  Class  News 

The  fifth  grade  class  has  learned  much 
about  fractions,  such  as  proper,  improper, 
numerator,  denominator  and  now  will  be 
ready  to  add  and  subtract  fractions.  They 
are  also  working  long  division. 

The  fourth  grade  class  is  also  becoming 
acquainted  with  long  division,  and  multi- 
plying by  6's  and  7's. 

In  health  class  the  fifth  graders  are 
finding  out  about  the  skeletal  structure 
such  as  bones,  muscles,  joints  and  organs. 
The  fourth  graders  are  studying  menus 
and  what  foods  are  healthy.  They  also 
have  learned  how  important  exercise  is 
for  good  health. 

The  fourth  graders  have  covered  much 
work  in  social  studies  learning  about  the 
Babylonians,  Hebrews,  Egyptians,  Phoeni- 
cians, Greeks  and  Romans.  They  found 
out  how  the  Olympic  games  originated. 
Jimmy  found  out  that  his  brother  was 
studying  about  the  same  things. 

The  fifth  graders  are  excited  about 
learning  how  our  thirteen  colonies  ori- 
ginated, the  French  and  Indian  Wars, 
Causes  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  De- 
claration of  Independence  and  the  con- 
tinental Congresses. 

From  the  stories  in  the  reading  book, 
the  fourth  graders  chose  to  dramatize 
"Radio  Rescue"  while  the  fifth  graders 
chose  "The  Hurricane".  The  sound  ef- 
fects alone  made  the  productions  enjoy- 
able to  listen  to. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mrs  .Richter  for  the 
library  books  she  donated  to  our  depart- 
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ment  from  a  fund  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Richter.  "King  Arthur  and  his  Knights" 
was  indeed  interesting.  We  wish  we  had 
more  library  books  in  our  library  to  read 
for  fun  as  well  as  for  educational  pur- 
poses. 

A  firm  in  Texas  donated  a  Braille  wrist 
watch  to  our  room  and  it  is  fun  to  use  the 
watch  by  the  various  pupils  to  time  them- 
selves in  some  of  the  class,  work. 

This  year  the  fifth  graders  look  forward 
to  the  art  class  every  Monday  afternoon 
in  Mrs.  Cox's  room.  They  have  made 
dishes  of  clay,  plaques  of  popsicle  sticks 
and  chenille,  also  corsages  and  animals 
made  of  chenille.  It  is  a  thrill  to  make  a 
gift  for  mother.  The  fourth  graders  have 
art  in  their  home  room  and  have  made 
posters  of  Indians,  funny  faces,  cats, 
bowls  of  fruit  and  vegetable  people. 

Two  talking  books  we  have  enjoyed  are 
"The  Golden  Fleece"  and  "Follow  My 
Leader".  Leader  is  a  Seeing-Eye  Dog  who 
is  trained  to  care  for  his  eleven  year  old 
master  who  had  been  blinded  by  a  fire- 
cracker thrown  in  his  face  accidentally  by 
a  class  mate. 

The  highlight  of  the  extra  work  in  our 
room  for  November  was  the  project  of 
editing  a  newspaper  called  "The  Monthly 
Star"  for  November. 

The  boys  and  girls  were  reporters 
gathering  news,  national,  state  and  local 
social  news,  weather  reports,  TV  pro- 
grams, cartoons,  riddles  and  advertising. 
They  are  really  busy  reading  the  news- 
paper. 

The  Senior  Chorus  presented  a  fine 
amateur  show  on  Tuesday.  Janet  Kessner 
was  a  capable  emcee.  The  students  dis- 
played much  talent  in  songs,  plays  and 
instrumental  parts.  It  would  have  been 
difficult  for  a  judge  to  have  selected 
winners. 

All  the  boys  and  girls  in  our  room  had 
enjoyable  vacations  at  home.  Each  one 
wrote  a  paper  on  vacation  news  for  the 
society  page  of  our  newspaper. 


Piano  Ensemble 

On  November  16th  and  17,  1960  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  a  13 -piano  en- 
semble under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Luther 
Sander  at  the  Civic  Center  Auditorium. 

The  stage  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  red  roses  and  tall  Grecian  pillars. 
Thirteen  beautiful  grand  pianos  were 
placed  in  proper  arrangement  on  the  stage. 
Before  each  piano  sat  a  pianist  dressed  in 
white  which  fitted  well  into  the  picture. 

The  program  was  divided  into  five 
parts  thus  giving  us  a  well-balanced  var- 
iety of  music,  from  a  large  number  of 
composers.  The  numbers  we  enjoyed  very 
much  were  Chorale,  Jesu  Joy  of  Man's 
Desiring  by  Bach-Hess,  March  and  Tre- 
pak,  from  the  Nutcracker  Suite  by  Tchai- 
kovsky-Hesselberg,  Sheep  and  Goat 
Walkin  to  Pasture  by  Guin,  and  Ritual 
Fire  Dance  by  de  Falla-Braggiotti. 

I  accompanied  several  other  students 
and  two  teachers.  It  is  needless  to  say  how 
much  we  enjoyed  this  wonderful  oppor- 
tunity to  listen  to  such  a  fine  director  and 
musicians. 

— Dorothy  Dunn 

My  Christmas  Vacation 

When  I  got  home  for  Christmas  on  the 
16th,  there  was  lots  of  mystery  in  all  the 
presents  on  the  shelf.  We  didn't  have  our 
tree  up  yet;  although  we  finally  got 
around  to  decorating  it. 

The  next  week  was  a  busy  one  and  Co 
add  to  the  excitement  my  brother  David, 
was  coming  from  college.  The  college 
is  in  Moorhead,  Minnesota.  He  arrived 
December  the  21st.  We  were  all  very  glad 
to  see  him. 

On  Christmas  eve  we  opened  all  our 
presents.  For  Christmas  I  got  some 
clothes,  some  jewelry  and  a  new  book, 
called  "Watch  for  Tall  White  Sails."  I 
gave  my  Mother  a  dish  that  I  had 
made  in  my  ceramic  class.  My  sister  and 
I  gave  David  a  sweater.  We  all  had  a 
Merry  Christmas.  After  a  nice  vacation 
I  was  ready  to  come  back  to  school. 

— Ellen  Polley 


Page  8 


THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  LEADER 


Department  (or  the  Deaf 


Beginners'  Class 

All  the  children  in  the  beginning  class 
nre  back  in  school  again  after  spending 
the  holidays  with  their  families.  They  are 
happy  with  many  new  clothes  and  toys 
which  they  got  for  Christmas. 

Vickie  Lester  is  so  pleased  with  her  new 
doll.  She  brings  it  to  school. 

Judy  Cox  has  a  pretty  doll  which  has 
many  pretty  clothes.  Judy  has  fun  dress- 
ing and  undressing  it. 

Pamela  Kovash  is  proud  of  her  pretty 
new  white  sweater  and  blue  skirt.  She  has 
a  new  dress,  too. 

Cristella  Fisk  has  some  pretty  black 
pants  and  long  socks.  They  are  warm. 

Brenda  Torske  has  a  pretty  ring,  a  color 
book  and  a  new  dress. 

Linda  Martin  has  two  pretty  rings,  a 
new  dress  and  some  hand  cream. 

Susan  Stahl  enjoys  her  new  color  book. 
She  has  some  money,  too. 

Douglas  Catron  is  happy  with  a  gun 
and  many  new  clothes. 

Terry  Johnson  likes  his  new  book.  He 
likes  his  toys,  too. 

Our  Christmas  Vacations 

I  got  some  pants,  shirts,  new  ice  skates, 
a  doll,  an  electric  stove,  pie  and  cookie 
mixes,  a  book,  colored  pencils,  a  toy 
cat,  a  watch  and  an  Orby  Car  for 
Christmas. 

Mother  curled  my  hair  when  I  was 
home. 

I  baked  a  pie  on  my  new  stove.  I 
played  with  my  friends  at  home.  We 
played  in  the  snow.  We  went  ice  skating. 
I  rode  my  horse. 

I  had  a  good  Christmas. 

— Jean  Handy 

I  got  an  electric  stove,  cake,  pie  and 
cookie  mixes,  an  autograph  dog,  some 
under  panties,  a  watch,   six  T-shirts,  a 


skirt,  some  sweater  clips,  a  sweat-shirt,  two 
suit-cases  and  a  doll  for  Christmas. 

I  made  some  cookies  on  my  new  stove. 
I  burnt  my  finger.  I  brought  the  cookies 
to  school  for  my  friends. 

I  had  a  nice  vacation. 

— Kathy  Muzzana 

I  got  a  real  watch,  a  green  coat,  some 
puzzles,  a  ring,  a  shirt  and  a  toy  dog  for 
Christmas. 

My  cousin  and  I  played  basketball.  I 
went  ice  skating  at  home. 

We  ate  turkey  on  my  Mother's  birthday. 

I  helped  my  Grandmother. 

I  had  fun  at  home. 

— Larry  Smolik 
My  Mother  and  sisters  gave  me  a 
farm  truck,  some  cows  to  go  in  it,  some 
new  shirts  and  a  gun  for  Christmas.  My 
sisters  got  dolls  for  Christmas.  Father 
gave  me  mittens  and  a  funny  book.  My 
brothers  gave  me  gloves  and  a  glass 
horse. 

We  played  on  the  sled  on  a  hill  by  our 
house.  My  dog  rode  with  me  on  the  sled. 

We  cut  our  own  Christmas  tree. 

Father  killed  the  turkey  for  our 
Christmas  dinner. 

It  was  good  to  be  home  for  Christmas. 

— Donald  Annis 

1  got  some  colored  pencils  and  some 
pictures  to  color,  a  cowboy  belt,  some 
brown  and  red  mittens  and  a  soldier  set 
for  Christmas. 

I  played  with  Peggy,  my  sister. 

I  took  care  of  my  horse  at  home.  I  fed 
my  horse  water  and  hay.  Ronald,  my 
brother,  was  home  from  the  Army  for 
Christmas. 

I  liked  being  home. 

— Stewart  Rismon 
I  got  a  red  and  white  bicycle,  a  red 
fire    truck,    a    cowboy    belt,    a    box  of 
paints,  some  colored  pencils,  some  slip- 
pers, and  pajamas  for  Christmas. 
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I  rode  my  new  bicycle  around  home.  I 
played  with  my  new  toy  fire  truck. 

We  ate  turkey  for  Christmas  dinner. 
My  cousins,  aunts,  uncles  and  grand- 
parents ate  dinner  at  our  house.  I  had 
fun   Christmas  day. 

— Stephen  Schrupp 

My  Christmas 

We  had  a  pretty  tree.  We  opened  our 
presents  Christmas  Eve.  I  got  a  tie  clip, 
socks,  two  toys  and  other  things.  I  liked 
our  Christmas  tree.  I  liked  my  presents. 

We  went  to  the  farm  for  dinner.  1 
played  with  my  cousins. 

— Douglas  Pederson 

My  Christmas 

We  had  a  pretty  Christmas  tree.  I  was 
excited.  We  opened  our  presents  Christ- 
mas morning.  I  got  mittens,  a  slip,  a  bowl- 
ing game,  a  purse,  a  nurse  kit,  a  pretty 
doll  and  a  Math-Magic  electric  quiz  game. 
I  liked  my  doll  and  other  presents.  My 
brothers  and  sisters  got  nice  presents,  too. 
We  had  a  good  time. 

— Orva  Daniel 

A  Christmas  Party 

Mrs.  Smith's  daughter  and  her  friends 
gave  us  a  party.  Jerry's  sister  and  her  baby 
came  to  the  party.  Santa  Claus  came.  He 
gave  all  of  the  boys  two  sleds.  He  gave  me 
a  coloring  set  and  a  stocking  full  of  nuts, 
candy  and  toys. 

We  had  cup  cakes  and  pop.  I  had  a 
good  time. 

— Floyd  Friez 

My  Christmas 

We  had  a  pretty  tree.  My  Mother, 
Judy,  John  and  Gene  trimmed  it.  We 
opened  our  presents  Christmas  morning. 
I  got  a  real  watch,  a  paint  set,  toys  and 
other  things.  I  liked  them.  I  will  take  care 
of  my  watch. 

My  grandmother  and  grandfather  and 
Uncle  Fred  and  Aunt  Betty  came  to  my 
home  for  dinner.  Judy  and  I  played 
games.  My  little  sister  Suzanne  and  Fred- 
die rode  their  new  bikes.  We  had  a  good 
time. 

— Anita  Sides 


Mid-term  Examinations 

We  will  have  mid-term  examinations  on 
January  30,  31  and  February  1. 

We  have  to  study  harder.  We  want  to 
make  good  grades.  Some  of  us  want  to 
be  on  the  honor  roll. 

We  will  b.ave  language,  science,  social 
studies,  reading  and  arithmetic  exami- 
nations. 

You  can  go  roller  skating  or  tobaggan- 
ing  with  the  high  school  boys  and  girls 
if  you  are  on  the  honor  roll. 

— Linda  Berness 

What  I  Like  To  Do  On  A  Farm 

I  would  like  to  live  on  a  farm  because 
I  like  to  ride  horses  and  I  like  co 
help  hay  baling  and  hunt  for  rabbits  out 
in   the  country. 

I  have  always  helped  my  Grandpa 
hay  baling.  It  is  fun  to  put  the  bales  on 
a  wagon  pulled  by  a  pickup  truck.  I  like 
to  feed  the  pigs,  cows,  kittens,  dog  and 
horses. 

I  like  to  help  haul  wheat  and  barley 
because  I  like  to  be  a  farmer  just  like 
my  Grandpa.  My  Grandpa  has  been 
working  hard  on  the  farm. 

I  like  to  climb  trees  and  find  sparrow 
nests  and  eggs.  I  have  been  keeping 
sparrow  eggs.  I  like  to  collect  them.  It  is 
fun  to  learn  about  eggs.  I  can  collect  the 
eggs  from  the  hen  all  by  myself  for  my 
Grandma. 

I  like  my  Grandma  and  Grandpa  be- 
cause they  always  take  us  to  Scobey  and  I 
take  swimming  lessons.  I  wanted  to  help 
my  Grandma  and  Grandpa.  It  is  fun. 

Would  you  like  to  live  on  a  farm? 

— Kenneth  Safty 

January 

January  is  the  first  month  of  the  year.  It 
is  a  winter  month.  The  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary is  New  Year's  Day.  This  month  is  cold 
and  has  snow  and  ice,  but  sometimes  it 
has  sunny  days. 

The  winter  outdoor  sports  are  ice  skat- 
ing, tobogganing,  ice  hockey,  sled  coast- 
ing, ice  fishing  and  hunting.  School  sports 
for  the  winter  are  basketball  and  volley- 
ball. 
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On  January  14th  we  will  have  a  Winter 
party.  Miss  Rankin,  Miss  Downward,  Dor- 
othy Kanning  and  Nancy  Chop  will  be 
on  the  committe  for  the  party.  I  think  it 
will  be  great  fun. 

We  will  have  mid-term  examinations  on 
the  last  two  days  of  this  month.  We  will 
have  to  study  harder  this  month. 

— Lee  Ann  McLane 
My  Long  Vacation 

Last  Thanksgiving,  my  Mother  and 
Father  packed  things  and  put  furniture 
in  a  long  truck.  We  moved  to  Californi  i. 
I  stayed  in  California  for  one  month.  My 
father  bought  a  Drive-In  cafe.  I  saw  a 
parade.  We  had  a  Christmas  tree  in  our 
house. 

Mother  and  I  came  back  to  Montana  m 
an  airplane.  I  went  back  to  school. 

I  will  go  to  school  in  California  next 
fall. 

— Jerry  Martin 
My  Christmas  Vacation 

My  parents  came  to  watch  our  Christ- 
mas program  program  last  December  15th. 
I  was  a  shepherd.  My  brother,  Terry,  was 
a  cowboy. 

On  December  22nd  my  family  and  I 
went  to  Lincoln  for  tobogganing,  ski- 
ing and  cutting  down  a  tree  for  us  to  de- 
corate as  our  Christmas  tree.  We  stopped 
at  a  cafe  in  Lincoln  before  we  went  home. 

I  had  a  party  for  my  sixteenth  birthday 
after  we  arrived  home  from  Lincoln.  I 
blew  out  the  candles  on  my  birthday  cake. 
I  got  a  camera  bag,  a  3-D  painting  picture, 
a  little  dictionary  and  some  belts. 

On  Christmas  Eve  my  family  and  I  had 
a  Christmas  party.  I  got  two  shirts,  a  pair 
of  pajamas,  a  big  model  ship  set,  a  copper 
plaque  of  a  ship,  a  sweater,  a  hot  rod  car 
set,  cuff  links,  a  pair  of  socks  and  a  pair 
of  bedroom  slippers.  We  were  very  happy. 

On  December  25th  we  had  a  big  ham 
dinner.  It  was  very  delicious. 

On  January  1st,  we  had  a  big  turkey 
dinner. 

On  January  3rd  we  took  down  the 
Christmas  decorations  at  my  house.  I  feel 
bad  that  Christmas  will  not  return  until 
next  December. 

— Lyle  Johnson 


New  Year's  Resolutions 

We  decided  to  make  New  Year's  reso- 
lutions this  year. 

Leslie  decided  not  to  be  lazy. 

Kenneth  resolved  not  to  play  while  the 
teachers  are  gone  for  a  short  time. 

Linda  is  determined  not  to  talk 
too  much. 

Jerry  decided  not  to  look  at  the 
girls. 

Alvin  resolved  to  finish  his  homework 
before  going  out  to  play. 

Lee  Ann  decided  not  to  sing  and  tap 
her  feet  in  the  classroom. 

I  resolved  to  study  very  hard  to 
make  an  average  of  95  or  above. 

We  hope  we  will  keep  our  resolutions 
through  this  year. 

— Gary  McManus 
Basketball 

The  boys  and  I  played  basketball 
against  St.  Mary  last  December  2.  St. 
Mary  won  by  the  score  of  86  to  5.  I  made 
all  5  points. 

I  went  home  on  December  16.  Then  I 
played  basketball  with  the  boys.  I  threw 
the  ball  in  the  basket  many  times. 

I  play  basketball  with  the  boys 
in  school.  I  play  basketball  most  of  the 
time. 

My  coach  is  Mr.  Jay  Barker.  I  want  to 
be  a  pro  basketball  player. 

The  junior  boys  and  I  played  basket- 
ball against  St.  Joseph  on  January  10.  We 
will  play  basketball  in  January,  February 
and  March. 

The  boys  and  I  practice  basketball 
every  day. 

— Alvin  Birdhat 
Events  of  the  First  Semester 

The  first  semester  will  soon  be  over. 
Time  goes  by  fast.  I  can  remember  what 
we  did  the  last  four  months. 

Last  September  7  school  started.  I  did 
not  go  back  to  school  on  the  7th  because 
I  had  to  help  my  father  work  in  the  wheat 
field.  Sandra  and  I  came  back  to  school 
after  our  cousin's  wedding. 

Last  October  the  boys  and  girls  made 
Halloween  costumes  for  the  party  on  the 
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30th.  Our  Daddy  and  Mother  took  Sandia 
and  me  home.  I  did  not  go  to  the  party. 

Last  November  we  went  to  Fortine  for 
Thanksgiving  dinner.  We  ate  turkey. 
It  was  a  big  dinner. 

Last  December  we  practiced  the  Chri.st 
mas  program  every  day.  My  Daddy  and 
Mother  drove  in   to   see  the  Christmas 
program  and  took  Sandra  and  me  home. 

We  came  back  to  school  on  the  4th  ot 
January.  We  have  to  study  hard  because 
we  will  have  examinations  on  the  30th, 
31st  and  February  1st. 

— Leslie  Sherrard 

My  Christmas  Vacation 

When  I  came  home,  I  found  Mother 
still  sick.  I  helped  her  around  the  house. 

We  got  many  gifts  on  December  24th. 
I  got  two  bottles  of  perfume  and  a  robe. 

We  had  a  big  turkey  dinner  on  Dec- 
ember 25th. 

Mother  and  Father  went  to  a  New 
Year's  Eve  party. 

My  twin  sisters,  Jane  and  Ginger, 
Mother  and  Marlene  went  to  the  hospital 
for  polio  shots  on  December  23rd.  Jane 
and  Ginger  are  now  sitting  up.  They  are 
very  cute.  They  grow  very  fast. 

— Sharon  Maki 

The  Elks  Christmas  Party 

We,  the  boys  and  girls,  went  to  the 
gym  for  the  Elks  Club  Christmas  party  at 
7:00  p.m.  December  14th. 

The  smaller  children  got  excited  about 
the  sight  of  five  musicians  and  a  treat  of 
watching  movies. 

There  was  a  program.  A  girl  danced 
the  Cha-Cha  and  Mambo.  Two  girls 
showed  their  skill  in  baton  twirling. 

There  also  was  an  orchestra. 

The  young  men  sang  songs  with  a  fid- 
dle, a  guitar  and  a  banjo.  One  of  the  songs 
was  about  Romeo. 

We  watched  the  show  named  "Jimmy 
Cricket  and  Other  Tales",  a  Woody 
Woodpecker  cartoon  and  a  Santa  Claus 
fairy  tale  film. 

Lastly,  Santa  Claus  came  in  to  the  gym 
and  surprised  us.  He  gave  us  all  some 
candy. 


The  older  boys  and  girls  danced  until 
10:30  p.m.  We  had  a  good  time. 

— Victor  Adams 

My  Christmas  Vacation 

I  helped  my  father  on  the  farm.  My 
father  let  me  hunt  jack  rabbits.  I  got  three 
jack  rabbits  in  three  days. 

I  put  the  furs  in  the  car  and  gathered 
two  deer  hides  and  seven  tame  rabbit  furs 
and  three  more  jack  rabbit  furs.  I  got 
^2.20  for  the  hides  and  furs  which  I  sold 
m  Great  Falls.  My  father  got  ^2.40.  While 
I  was  putting  the  furs  in  the  car,  some 
men  burned  bowling  pins  nearby.  1 
thought  it  was  strange. 

We  bought  a  fir  tree  for  Christmas. 

We  opened  Christmas  presents  on 
Christmas  Eve.  I  got  a  box  of  tools,  black 
and  gray  gloves  and  some  socks.  We  had 
a  big  dinner  which  Mother  and  Janet 
planned  on  Christmas  Day.  I  got  one 
more  jack  rabbit  on  December  27th. 

We  returned  to  school  on  January  3rd. 

— Tommy  Harper 

My  Christmas  Vacation 

I  arrived  home  at  1:30  p.m.  last  Dec- 
ember 16th.  I  called  up  my  mother  but 
she  wasn't  home.  Dad  wasn't  either.  Only 
my  sister  was  home.  She  told  me  to  leave 
my  suitcase  at  the  bus  depot.  So  I  walked 
fourteen  blocks  to  my  home.  Robert  Flink 
was  still  at  the  bus  depot,  but  he  left  in  two 
hours. 

On  December  23rd  and  24th  I  went 
Christmas  shopping  with  my  sister  Anna 
Jane  and  my  two  brothers,  Ronnie  and 
Jerry. 

December  25th  my  father  woke  every- 
one up  at  7:00  o'clock  and  told  us  to  get 
dressed.  For  Christmas  I  got  a  typewriter, 
pants  and  blouse  of  the  same  color  in 
black  and  white,  many  bottles  of  perfume, 
a  blue  and  white  stuffed  dog  for  my  bed, 
and  some  clothings. 

December  31st  I  babysat  for  a  woman 
who  had  four  children.  The  kids  were 
very  noisy,  but  they  were  obedient. 

January  1st,  my  mother  and  father 
wanted  to  take  me  to  a  New  Year's  Party, 
but  I  had  to  babysit  again. 
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January  3rd,  we  all  came  back  to  school. 

January  4th,  we  all  went  to  classes.  We 
all  were  happy  to  be  back  in  school  to 
study  again.  We  want  to  learn  more.  We 
almost  forgot  some  things  we  learned. 

I  had  a  good  time  at  home. 

— Jennie  Emery 

My  Childhood  Days  at  Home 

I  was  born  in  San  Diego,  California 
when  my  brother  and  mother  went  to  stay 
with  my  aunt.  A  year  later  my  mother, 
brother,  and  I  left  California  for  Kalispeil 
by  train.  When  we  were  old  enough, 
Mother  had  to  find  a  job.  My  friend  took 
care  of  us  for  Mother. 

I  remember  my  brother  and  I  always 
went  for  horseback  rides,  swimming  in 
the  creek  and  played  with  hens  and  pigs. 
We  had  two  big  dogs  and  eight  puppies  at 
home.  We  had  lots  of  fun  playing  with 
them. 

I  remember  when  my  brother  phoned 
my  cousin  to  come  to  our  house  to  play. 
My  cousin  came  and  we  played.  In  the 
barn  we  tied  a  horizontal  rope  to  two  sides 
of  the  barn  and  also  tied  a  vertical  rope  to 
the  horizontal  rope.  We  held  the  vertical 
rope  and  let  it  swing  and  we  jumped  from 
the  beam  of  the  barn.  One  of  us  in  turn 
let  the  rope  go  and  swing  down  to  a  hay- 
stack below  us.  When  my  turn  came,  I  did 
what  the  others  did  and  fell  down  to  the 
haystack.  My  pigs  underneath  the  stack 
scattered  and  ran  in  many  directions.  I 
really  was  scared.  My  brother  and  my 
cousin  laughed  at  me,  and  today  still 
remember  the  funny  incident  about  me. 

Before  it  was  time  for  mother  to  come 
home,  my  brother  and  I  always  ran  to  the 
roof.  We  waited  and  looked  for  Mother 
eagerly  because  we  were  alone  in  the 
house  and  wanted  her  home  soon.  When 
Mother  arrived  home,  we  quickly  went 
down  and  dug  into  the  grocery  bags 
because  we  were  hungry. 

Mother  once  told  me  that  she  re- 
membered very  well  when  my  brother  was 
taller  than  I.  Now  I  am  taller  than  he.  I 
think  it  is  strange. 

— David  Wise 


My  Favorite  Pastime 

Every  day  I  always  hurry  with  my 
work  in  the  staff  dining  room  so  I  can 
run  upstairs  and  read  newspapers.  I  am 
crazy  about  world  affairs,  because  the 
newspapers  always  tell  up-to-date  news 
from  all  over  the  world.  I  like  to  discuss 
with  girls  or  teachers  about  world  affairs 
because  I  like  to  know  what  they  think 
about  them.  Sometimes  I  like  to  argue 
about  some  issues.  Newspapers  are  very 
important  to  me  because  I  learn  alot  about 
how  things  happen.  I  will  never  get  bored 
with  newspapers. 

At  home  I  like  to  read  newspapers  first 
before  the  others  in  the  family,  especially 
before  Dad,  because  I  cannot  wait  to  read 
them.  Dad  likes  to  read  them  in  plenty 
of  time,  and  he  always  has  a  long 
heavy  breakfast.  I  want  to  read  the 
papers  while  he  eats  because  I  don't 
like  to  eat  breakfast  anyway  and  1 
want  to  do  something  while  he  eats. 

Reading  newspapers  is  my  favorite 
pastime. 

— Lillie  Wittman 
My  Dream  House 

I  always  want  an  expensive,  modern 
country  home  with  sharp  details,  made 
for  one  to  three  children.  I  would  like 
to  have  a  medium-sized  peach  kitchen, 
living  room  of  different  shades  of  green, 
three  orange-white  bedrooms  and  a  de- 
coration room  in  the  basement. 

For  the  kitchen  I  would  like  a  modern 
built-in  stove,  cupboards  that  are  hidden 
behind  a  wall  and  can  be  opened  by  a 
touch  of  the  hand  and  an  expensively- 
carved  table  with  chairs  that  can  be 
brought  to  the  kitchen  mechanically  from 
behind  a  wall. 

For  the  living  room,  I  would  like 
modern  furniture  with  wall-to-wall  carpet- 
ing and  a  picture  window  where  one  can 
see  the  swimming  pool  outdoors  and 
watch  the  children  conveniently.  There 
will  be  palm  trees  around  the  pool  for 
privacy's  sake. 

I  feel  sure  my  dream  house  will  be  a 
reality. 

— Mary  Smith 
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